A
MULTI-ROOM AUDIO

P preERe—

34 wenwwhathifi.com




MULTI-ROOM AUDIO

Jlite Dreams
- Are Made of This|

We take an in-depth look
at the eight biggest brands
currently dominating the
multi-room audio market

hat a fine young adult
multi-room audio has
matured into. Once a

byword for largely expensive groups
of wireless spealters, produced by a
select few high-end brands and chained
together sometimes quite anaemically,
multi-room audio has become almost
a new standard in home listening,.
These days most manufacturers
allow you to incorporate existing hi-fi
systems into your home network,
while the quality and variety of the
wireless options has grown rapidly.
Here we take in both Award winners
in the category, as well as their biggest
rivals and three alternative approaches
from the biggest companies in the world.
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ccording to Leonardo da Vinci,
“simplicity is the ultimate

sophistication”. That mantra appears to
have been adopted by Audio Pro. Its range of
wireless speakers has earned the Swedish
manufacturer multiple What Hi-Fi? Awards and,
having embraced multi-room, it was the obvious
choice as our Product of the Year in 2018.

The triumvirate on trial in our initial test was
the class-leading Addon C5 speaker, its larger
sibling the Addon C10 and the Link 1 (whose
job it is to connect existing hi-fi
components or wireless speakers
into the chain). But here, we'll take
into account every one of Audio Pro's
multi-room products we've tested.

Speakers

Audio Pro's boom-box-style range of

Addon speakers are instantly

recognisable, as is their unrivalled

sonic prowess. The Addon C3, C5 and C10 are
pretty much visually identical but for size, while
the C5a has a volume indicator and pair of
microphones on its head for its use with Alexa
Voice Assistant. Each has the 'koala’ driver
configuration that is these speakers’
distinguishing feature, with a pair of 20mm soft
dome tweeters and mid/bass drivers (and reflex
ports) growing in line with the cabinet.

The Addon C3 has a 9cm woofer, it measures
10cm on the Addon C5 and Addon C5a, while
the Addon C10 has the largest at 13cm. The
power output from the Class D digital
amplification rises in similar increments: 15W,
40W and 80W respectively.
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All four products house a large circular
volume control flanked by sets of four smaller
buttons on the top: for power-on, play/pause,
input selection and Bluetooth pairing to the left,
and pre-sets to its right. Here is also where you'll
find the aux-in jack, which will save you having
to fumble around the rear to find a connection.

The key to their performance is musicality
unrivalled by anything at a similar price - or
even a lot more. The level of detail is insightful,
exposing the texture and timbre of each

“With each size and price increase,

Rudio Pro Steps up almost
every aspecr of Ifs game”

instrument and vocal line alike without
underplaying cohesion or organisation in favour
of nit-picking analysis. They time with
metronomic precision, but temper it with a
dynamic sense that captures rhythmic emphasis
nicely. That dynamic expression is a strong
positive over the speakers’ performance. It
simply does everything right, and without fuss.
The increased power and driver and cabinet
size predictably ushers a grander performance
with each step. But with each size and price
increase, Audio Pro steps up almost every aspect
of its game. There is more space to the
presentation, more three-dimensionality and
ambient detail, greater headroom for more

violent dynamic variation and an added
maturity over the more delicate.

Whereas the Addon range once dominated
Audio Pro's wireless speaker output, now there
are class-leading products at either end of the
spectrum. A fabric-coated cylinder standing just
shy of 20cm, the AlO resembles more the kind
of speaker we're used to seeing from its rivals,
but it brings the company’s sonic signature
sound to a multi-room speaker at under £200.

The usual connections, wired and wireless,
are featured, with the A10 having
capacity for 3.5mm aux,
Bluetooth 4.0, Apple AirPlay,
wi-fi and Spotify Connect. It also
supports MP3, WMA, AAC, FLAC
and Apple Lossless formats.

Inside, however, much has
changed. Not wanting to sacrifice
the full body that has become a
beloved aspect of its class-leading
sonic character, Audio Pro has packed ina 75mm
long-throw woofer and bolstered its output with
two 11.5cm passive radiators.

The use of a Balanced Mode Radiator (BEMR)
tweeter is most canny, however. Among its
many benefits, this flatter-faced driver has the
ability to offer wider dispersion than a
traditional tweeter - up to 180° in fact - and so
can make the most of the A10’s cylindrical form,
making it far less fussy with positioning.

It's one of the first things that jumps out with
the A10. We love the directness of its siblings,
but the versatility and spread of sound here is to
be admired. It doesn't have the unwavering
focus, nor the weight in the low end, but we are
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