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Made by: Helmut Thiele, Duisburg, Germany

Supplied by: Absolute Sounds Ltd

Telephone: 0208 971 3909

Web: www.helmut-thiele.com; www.absolutesounds.com
Prices (turntable with arm): £23,998 (£26,998, special finishes)
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: feeling is that you’re hearing exactly
: what is in the grooves.

: The TTO1[TAO1 pairing proved

. scintillating with everything we put
: on the platter, giving an effortlessly
balanced, insightful view of the

: music. The distant bell of the title

: track of The Eagles’ Long Road Out
: Of Eden [Universal] arrived with a

: proper sense of weight and impact,
: and Thiele’s deck went on to pull

: Don Henley's lead vocals out into

* the room. Everything behind him

: appeared expertly arranged, the

: string movements on the acoustic

: guitars being crisp and lifelike.

: Romany Gilmour’s vocals on

o ‘Between Two Points’, from David
1e e © Gilmour's Luck And Strange LP
. [Sony], sounded exquisite - clear,

- natural and beautifully presented
: centre-stage. Her harp playing was

ith loudspeakers for . An acrylic disc fits over the alloy : ABOVE: The : also a delight, with a vivid ‘squeak’
companies including : sub-platter and then an aluminium  : constrained- . to each plucked string, yet no
Castle, Tannoy and . outer platter drops onto this. Again, : layer chassisis : feeling of artifice. Snare drum hits
Heco under his belt, . the arrangement of materials aids ~ : supported on : sounded authentic, an insistent,
plus turntable products for Magnat, : damping, while peripheral mass . threeadjustable : punchy presence in the room.
and Thorens, German designer : boosts stability. To top the platter,  : feet for precise Midrange clarity and precision
Helmut Thiele has a career spanning : Thiele's RMO1 mat, made from a ¢ levelling (there . is a highlight, as is a bass delivery
over 40 years. It’s only now that . hard, foamed plastic, is supplied. are in-built that is taut, detailed and blessed
he's launched his own brand, : Arguably the star of the show, : spirit levels), ¢ with rock-solid timing. This ensured
kicking off with the high-end TTO1/ : the TAO1 tonearm (sold separately while electronic Michael Kiwanuka’s ‘The Rest Of Me’
TAO1 turntable/arm combination. : from £11,798) is similar in concept : speed control : [Small Changes; Polydor] skipped
A belt-driven design, the Thiele  : to the 5A/ST from Reed [HFN Apr : isincluded. : along with a wonderful lightness of
TTO1 features a chunky constrained- : '24], both designs making use of ! Thepartnering : touch. Elsewhere, the TTO1/TAO1
layer damped plinth, its bottom . Thales’ Theorem in order to keep TAO1 tonearm : combi absolutely earned its stripes
section (made from a sandwich : the cartridge parallel to the groove : featuresavertical @ with the club beats of ‘My Oh My’ by
across its travel. Applying Thales’ : bearing hinged : Kylie Minogue [BMG], where a twist
‘ 1 : maths to the configuration of . onitsrightside : of the volume control had the track
AStOHlShlng depth the tonearm bearing means : (seen from the thumping out of the loudspeakers,
and Sca]_e ]_lke SD the headshell remains at aright : front)andisset  : all the drive and energy of the
; angle to the groove asthearm  : intoalargeyoke : production delivered with excellent
glaSSGS fOI yOU_]: ears hugs a tangent, rather than . that'shingedon : control. My oh my, indeed!
describing an arc, across the LP : the left. As the
of bamboo and multiplex wood) : surface. The result is that Thiele’s ! arm traverses : VERDICT
carrying the motor, drive electronics : TAO1 arm, which features a gel- : the platter it i Stunning showcases for a talented
and output XLR terminals. The : damped twin-walled carbon fibre . describesa designer, the TTO1[TAO1 offer a top-
centre layer of the plinth carries the : armtube, boasts a minimal 0.036°  : tangent rather : flight sound when partnered with a
armboard and is entirely multiplex  : error in lateral tracking angle. : thananarc ¢ similarly ambitious (MC) pick-up.
wood, separated from the lower : :
and upper layers by a special @ RIGHT ON TRACK

adhesive. Finally, the upper layeris  : With an Ortofon Cadenza Black MC

bamboo and sports the main platter : installed on the TAO1 arm, it was =i _Turntablespeederrorat33.33rpm | 33.31rpm (-0.06%)
bearing and control panel. ¢ very clear that Thiele’s debut system Time to audible stabilisation Ssec
The TTO1’s synchronous motor . is a reference-class front-end. : Peak Wow/Flutter 0.03% | 0.07%
is driven by the deck’s own internal : Playback has a depth and scale that : ~p o o ) 74,98 (—73.1dB with mat)
circuitry. Speed adjustment of ¢ is astonishing at times, instruments =
+5% is offered through trimpots : and vocalists cast into the listening : Rumble (o ealhos Rl ol S0
and main power is provided byan  : room with captivating realism. It’s ~ : Hum&Noise (unwtd, rel.to Scm/sec) | -67.7dB
offboard switchmode PSU. like a set of 3D glasses for your ears, Power Consumption oW
Similar to the plinth, the TTO1’s  : accompanied by top-to-bottom © " Dimensions (WHD) | Weight 510x200x400mm | 17.0kg

platter is a three-piece construction. : uniformity in the audio band. The



